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Kubokawa - The Simple Pleasures of Authenticity

In a land predisposed to making ‘good impressions’ it’s rare and refreshing to find a town who either can’t be
bothered or feels confident enough to simply carry on with everyday life. It is wonderful to walk through the streets
of this rural town and not be besieged with signs and pamphlets directing you to the vision that someone else has for
your visit. Kubokawa is an entire town filled with quiet but not abandoned backstreets, each with stories to share, in
search of someone who may listen. Like pages of a well worn book on an upper shelf they reveal themselves, slowly
at first.... tight alleyways, arched wooden bridges over babbling streams, the faded colors of Showa era "snack bars’,
hidden shrines, and a surprising sprinkling of mid-century modern and post modern architectural gems.

Sure the guidebooks will all point you to the eclectic specialty trains of the Yodo Line, the breathtaking beautiful
architecture of the century old Hanpei cafe, and the eclectic Iwamoto-ji temple(#37) all indeed very worthy of your
time, but that is rather missing the point of what makes a visit to Kubokawa so very special. Here there is

no ‘framed view’ for you to gaze your tourist eyes upon and you are left to ponder as you roam the alleyways and
backstreets. Why did they build it that way? Why did they leave? or, I wonder what goes on there? There is no
sense of urgency or agenda in this town with its placid seas of rice fields set agains the ‘borrowed view" of distant
mountains. The crystal clear waters of the mountain spring irrigation channels flow effortlessly down into the
mighty Shimanto river in its journey through this place to oceans beyond. Everything is local here... every
interaction is real, unscripted, and unrehearsed. ..

BRADDCHES (=TAYAATOAXTID
Seanh' &y X —%1FT) B/IBIOFAKL VAR,

Isn’t that what we should all be traveling for?
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Lying i the extreme south west of Shiokoku and jutting irectly nto the Pacifc Ocean lies Ashizur Cape. The road there from the
green rustic farmiand of Kubokavia 1s a bit long, me a continuous view of the Pacific waves crashing
£ 4y the oo chs andlHuets Srond mourains and through et iy llages docing the rlkng seaboard For the hrave lhere %ako
a pigrimoge trai that winds through the mountain forest and gives i approach to the cape. Going thi

@ alowed me to see the mountain from the inside out e e e o P S hAy sotetinghy vt S ™
pilgrimage roa

Above 10 walk to but wel worth the effort. For those interested in
Do, hore o mmr of tatues depicting vorious Buddhas and even a hall dedicated to Aizen-Myd: Despite the fearsome

expression, he is a kind of love god which might be some i mesmg commentary given his rmuosmg ﬁgure And hloe the weapon
clutching love god the bell tower, pagodas, and koi pond also m:

The trail leading !0 the observation point is covered in a canopy of gnarled trees. (vean a pasage as if stepping Il\lo a dimension of
Q onUToRE ocean'breie, Tosa ground:ond the twising swaying ees e oy Of my vist was & L roan Dt this sdded (o the crama of weves
@ meeting shore and the view the top is truly sy tacular. | had nevev seen the Pﬂ(l'l( in person helore that day Bnﬂ the excitement
s TS pered with CoUuS B 5 the weaves S S1one himing baiow e
These dichotomies and contradicting feelings sum up Shikoku in a way.

® The old and new; modern and traditional; open and hidden; calm and vibrant, all open to discover on our own on. These discoveries
are what make exploring Shikoku worthwhile and there is always something new seemingly right around the corner.
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